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Submission Instructions 
 
All submissions must be made on line via the SBNS Website and all the rules and 
instructions adhered to. 
 
The Scoring Committee using the following criteria will score the abstract: 
  
� Is the work novel or does it add useful information to existing knowledge 

on the subject? 
� Is the number of patients/observations adequate to support the author's 

conclusions? 
� If appropriate, is there a control group and have the right statistical tests 

been applied? 
� Is the abstract suitable for publication in the British Journal of 

Neurosurgery Proceedings? 
  
If selected, presenting authors must be available to present at the allocated time and 
register for the meeting.  If the presenter is a trainee then a consultant who is either a co-
author or a consultant from the presenting unit, should be present to assist the presenter. 

 
All abstracts must follow the standard layout with the following headings:  
 
Objectives:   Design:    Subjects:   Methods:   Results:   Conclusions:   References 

 
Anonymity must be preserved to allow unbiased scoring.  There should be nothing 
in the actual Title or Text of the abstract that may identify the origin of the abstract, i.e. 
name or location of unit.  

 
Abstracts must be no longer than 1500 characters (approx 250 words).   

 
 

The selected abstracts are published in the British Journal of Neurosurgery prior to the meeting. 
The SBNS and the British Journal of Neurosurgery takes a very serious view of the issue of 
scientific probity. 
 
Specifically the data presented in the abstract must match that subsequently presented at the 
meeting. Papers or Posters should not be withdrawn once the author has agreed to present.  
There must be no duplicate publication.  All the authors listed must be aware of the submission. 
 
If there are serious breaches of this standard the SBNS and the Journal will withdraw the 
abstract, inform all the authors and their sponsoring organisation.  In the case of consultants 
this will be their Medical Director and for Trainees the Post Graduate Dean.  Authors are 
reminded that scientific fraud is reportable to the General Medical Council.  
 
 
 

 Good luck with your submission! 
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