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Agenda Watch 

i) On July 6
th

, the European Parliament adopted in plenary a motion for a                                                                                                                              

resolution on the Preparation of the Commission Work Programme 2012. Click here to 

view the joint Motion for a resolution 

Institution Watch  

 

i) DG Research organized a Stakeholder workshop on the Common Strategic Framework (CSF) 

for Research and Innovation "Towards more inclusive, innovative and secure societies" 

in Brussels on 27
th

 June 2011. 

Please click on the following links to view related literature: 

 Programme 

 Participants list 

 Presentations of the speakers 

 

ii) The Expert Group on Synergies between FP7, the Competitiveness and Innovation 

Framework Programme and the Cohesion Policy Funds have produced a report, 

available to view here 

 

iii) Please click here to access the new fact Sheet on Introduction to IP rules in FP7 Projects that 

was issued in June 2011 

 

iv) Next week sees the European Parliament hold an exchange of views with Andrzej Kraszewski, 

Polish Minister for the Environment and Ewa Kopacz, Polish Minister for Health, on the 

Presentation of the Council Presidency’s programme. Please see future updates for 

further details 

 

Quote of the week 

 
"IVIG therapy has long been recognized as recommended therapy for MMN. An 
EU-wide approval will mark an important new opportunity for physicians to 
improve the lives of patients suffering from the condition” 

 
Leonard van den Berg, MD, PhD, Professor in Neurology at the University Medical 
Center, Utrecht, The Netherlands, commenting on The European Medicines Agency’s 
recent approval of Baxter International’s IVIG therapy for use in Europe, see articles 
of interest for further details 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=P7-RC-2011-0381&language=EN
http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/pdf/events-171/events-171-agenda_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/pdf/events-171/events-171-list-participants_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/events-171-presentations_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/reports/2011/pdf/seg_final.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
http://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/default/files/relateddocuments/Factsheet%20IP%20rules%20FP7%20June%202011.pdf


EBC/EER 8 

2 
 

Key updates this week 

 

European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations 

A resounding majority of stakeholders, including EPP, have voted in favour of the endorsement of 2012 as the 

European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations.  

 

Martin Kasler MEP responded on behalf of EPP, and praised the progress that had already been made, 

especially in terms of the securing of a set budget which had proven to be a difficult task. However, he called 

on the European Commission to develop a special programme for the elderly comparaōƭŜ ǘƻ ϥ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ !ŎǘƛƻƴΩΦ  

 

"The main pillars are the solidarity of generations, maintaining the vitality and respect for the dignity of human 

ōŜƛƴƎǎΧ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƎŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ 

strive to maintain vitality and respect the dignity of all individuals. I am delighted that we have highlighted the 

social values of the European Year". 

 

There will be a European Day for the solidarity of generations on 29
th

 April 2012. 

 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩs bio-sector abroad 

The European Commission held a significant presence at the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ōƛƻǘŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

recently, the annual BIO International Convention, attracting some 15,000 leading policy-makers, scientists, 

entrepreneurs and celebrities from 60 countries. 

 

Core was the provision of information on relevant research funding instruments such as the FP7 Framework. 

This year, however, interaction and sharing best practice were also high on the agenda. ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

stand was expressly meant ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻƴǾƛǾƛŀƭƛǘȅ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

organizations as an informal meeting place. 

 

The groundbreaking technique for creating rare, non-regenerating brain cells from skin cells, pioneered by 

researchers from Lund University in Sweden, was a key project in the spotlight.  The team hopes that their 

research will pave the way to treatments that produce brain cells that a patient needs simply from a skin or 

hair sample.  

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƛŘŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ to do a biopsy on a patient, make dopamine cells, for 

ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ tŀǊƪƛƴǎƻƴϥǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ aŀƭƛƴ tŀǊƳŀǊΣ ƭŜŀŘ 

researcher on the project. 

  

Managing funding effectively 

David Casa (PPE) asked the European Commission a question surrounding the focus of the recent Carvalho 

report on simplifying the implementation of the Research Framework Programmes which identifies several 

aspects for reform. These include shortening the process for releasing funds and reaching decisions on funding 

as well as allowing for greater tolerance of risk. 
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Casa asked if the Commission had taken these recommendations on board and what had been done to 

streamline the process of obtaining funding under the 2007 ς 2013 EU Framework Programme, and what next 

steps were planned. 

 

Máire  Geoghegan-Quinn, European Commissioner for Research , Innovation and Science  responded by 

stating that a number of simplifications were incorporated from the start, including a guarantee fund designed 

to reduce the number of financial capacity checks (particularly beneficial for SMEs), the acceptance of usual 

accounting practices and flexibility surrounding internal interpretation of the rules. 

 

Additionally, states Geoghegan-Quinn, efforts to simplify procedures is reflected in the speed of operations ς 

the average time-to-grant time has been reduced by a month compared to FP6. The Commission does 

recognize the potential for further reductions, but is conscious of  

the need to allocate sufficient time for the evaluation of proposals via peer review to be conducted (a part of 

the process that cannot be compressed without the enforcement of strict deadlines for applicants). 

 

With regard to the future, Geoghegan-Quinn highlighted the presence of simplification as a core principle of 

the Commission proposal on the Rules for Participation of the Common Strategic Framework for Research and 

Innovation (CSFRI). Although too early to highlight the finer details, streamlined funds, harmonized rules and 

reducing the complexity of the system are all major principles.   

 

CCSVI and the 'Brave Dreams' project 

Sonia Alfano (ALDE) has asked the Commission a question relating to whether they are aware of the research 

carried out by Professor Paolo Zamboni in Italy, who has found evidence of a close link between MS and a 

congenital defect in the jugular veins, widely recognised among the scientific community as the cause of 

chronic cerebro-spinal venous insufficiency (CCSVI)  

 

There are mixed opinions on the option of treating MS sufferers for CCSVI, given there is no evidence of a 

ΨŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ On 8 January 2011, in the hope of speeding up the 

process and enabling trials to commence in Italy, the Italian 'CCSVI-MS Association' launched a project entitled 

'Brave Dreams' (BRAin VEnous DRainage Exploited Against Multiple Sclerosis) and undertook to raise the ϵ 1 

million required for the project. The intention is for 547 patients to take part in a clinical trial aimed at 

assessing the effectiveness of venous angioplasty in treating MS. 

 

Please see further updates for details of The Commission’s response. 
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Articles of interest  

 

Financial News, Baxter International receives positive opinion on IVIG therapy from the European Medicines 

Agency (BAX) 

http://www.fnno.com/story/news-corner/331-baxter-international-receives-positive-opinion-ivig-therapy-

european-medicines-agency-bax-news-corner 

 

The Economist, Hope over hype 

http://www.economist.com/node/18925787?story_id=18925787&fsrc=rss 

 

Research, Talking heads & hearts 

http://www.research-live.com/features/talking-heads-%E2%80%93-and-hearts/4005566.article 

 

News Wales, Wales kids in brainstorming battle 

http://www.newswales.co.uk/?section=Education&F=1&id=21735 

 

Tech Eye, One million ARM chips challenge Intel bumblebee 

http://www.techeye.net/chips/one-million-arm-chips-challenge-intel-bumblebee 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

ü Meeting of National Brain Councils and National Action Groups, Brussels, October 3
rd

 2011 

 

ü Launch of the Cost Study-2 to the European Parliament, Brussels, October 4
th

 2011 

 

ü Board meeting and general assembly, Brussels, October 5
th

 2011 

 

ü EBC Board Meeting November, Warsaw, November 17
th

 2011  

 

ü EBC Polish Presidency Meeting, Warsaw, November 18
th

 2011 
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